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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1,2, 4-7, 15, 16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Shimamura (US 2003/0125080). 

[claim 1] 

Regarding claim 1 , Shimamura discloses an image pickup device comprising: a 
main body (Figure 1, Item 1); a camera for taking a picture (Figure 3, Item 22; Figure 7, 
Items 22 and 23); and a display device displaying a taken picture and arranged at a 
surface of the main body on the same side as the camera (Figure 3, Item 1 1 ; Figure 7, 
Item 1 1 ; Figure 8B; The examiner notes that a reflection of the subject can be read as 
"a taken picture" after the camera captures an image of that subject. It is further noted 
that the claims as written do not require the method by which the "taken picture" is 
displayed), wherein the camera is fixed to the main body such that an optical axis of the 
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camera extends in a direction different from a direction perpendicular to a display 
surface of the display device (Figure 7). 
[claim 2] 

Regarding claim 2, Shimamura discloses a camera arranged on one side of 
vertically opposite sides of the display device, and the optical axis of the camera is 
inclined towards the other side (Figure 7). 
[claim 4] 

Regarding claim 4, Shimamura discloses an alternate embodiment where the 
display device is a main display portion arranged on one of opposite surfaces of the 
main body (Figure 12, Item 48), the image pickup device further comprising a sub- 
display portion arranged on the other surface of the main body (Figure 13, Item 49) and 
the camera and the main display portion are arranged on the one side of the opposite 
surfaces of the main body (Figure 1 2). 
[claim 5] 

Regarding claim 5, Shimamura discloses a main display portion arranged on one 
of opposite surfaces of the main body (Figure 2, Item 9); wherein the display device is a 
sub-display portion arranged on the other surface of the main body and the camera and 
the sub-display portion are arranged on the other surface of the main body (Figures 2 
and 3). 
[claim 6] 

Regarding claim 6, Shimamura discloses a main body which has a structure 
formed of first and second bodies coupled together (Figure 2, Items 17 and 18 and 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/791 .786 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2622 

hinge portion 16), and the camera and the display device are arranged on the first body 
(Figure 3, Item 17). 
[claim 7] 

Regarding claim 7, Shimamura discloses a main body which has a structure 
formed of first and second bodies coupled together (Figure 2, Items 18 and 17 and 
hinge portion 16), and the camera and the display device are arranged on the second 
body (Figure 3, Item 17). 
[claim 15] 

Regarding claim 15, Shimamura discloses an image pickup device comprising: a 
main body (Figure 1, Item 1) including a first side and a second side (Figures 3 and 2); 
a camera for taking a picture fixed to the main body first side and having an optical 
axis(Figure 3, Item 22; Figure 7, Items 22 and 23); and a first display device including a 
display surface displaying a taken picture and arranged at a surface of the main body 
on the first side (Figure 3, Item 1 1 ; Figure 7, Item 1 1 ; Figure 8B; The examiner notes 
that a reflection of the subject can be read as "a taken picture" after the camera 
captures an image of that subject. It is further noted that the claims as written do not 
require the method by which the "taken picture" is displayed), wherein the optical axis 
extends in a direction different form a direction perpendicular to the display surface 
(Figure 7). 
[claim 16] 

Regarding claim 16, Shimamura discloses a first display device including first 
and second vertically opposite sides and the camera is arranged on one of the first and 
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second vertically opposite sides, and the optical axis of the camera is inclined toward 
the other of the first and second vertically opposite sides (Figure 7). 
[claim 18] 

Regarding claim 18, Shimamura discloses a second display device on the 
second side of the main body (Figure 2. Item 9). 
[claim 19] 

Regarding claim 19, Shimamura discloses an alternate embodiment wherein the 
first display device comprises a main display (Figure 12, Item 48) and the second 
display device comprises a sub-display (Figure 13, Item 49). 
[claim 20] 

Regarding claim 20, Shimamura discloses a first display device comprising a 
sub-display (Figure 3, Item 11) and a second display comprising a main display (Figure 
2, Item 9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are suph that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3, 8 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shimamura (US 2003/0125080). 

[claim 3] 
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Regarding claim 3, Shimamura discloses arranging the camera on a first side of 
the display and an optical axis which is inclined towards the other side (Figure 7), 
however Shimamura does not disclose arranging the camera on a first side of laterally 
opposed sides. Official Notice is taken that it is well known in the art that cameras can 
be provided on a vertical side of a display, or a lateral side of the display. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to arrange the camera on a lateral side of the display as claimed. Furthermore, 
since Shimamura discloses inclining the camera towards a user, it would be obvious to 
incline the camera towards the opposite lateral side as claimed (Paragraph 0074). 
[claim 8] 

Regarding claim 8, Shimamura discloses a main body, but does not disclose a 
main body which has a structure formed of a single body. Official Notice is taken that 
camera phones, such as the image pickup device described by Shimamura, are 
commonly produced in "flip-phone style" (i.e. Figures 1 and 2 of Shimamura) where the 
phone is comprised of two bodies and a hinge, or "candy bar style" in which the phone 
is comprised of a single elongated body. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a single body as 
claimed for the structure of Shimamura since such a construction is a well known art 
recognized equivalent, 
[claim 17] 

Regarding claim 17, Shimamura discloses arranging the camera on a first side of 
the display and an optical axis which is inclined towards the other side (Figure 7), 
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however Shimamura does not disclose arranging the camera on a first side of laterally 
opposed sides. Official Notice is taken that it is well known in the art that cameras can 
be provided on a vertical side of a display, or a lateral side of the display. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to arrange the camera on a lateral side of the display as claimed. Furthermore, 
since Shimamura discloses inclining the camera towards a user, it would be obvious to 
incline the camera towards the opposite lateral side as claimed (Paragraph 0074). 

6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shimamura (US 2003/0125080) in view of lida (JP 2003-051872). 
[claim 9] 

Regarding claim 9, Shimamura discloses a main body with a structure formed of 
first and second bodies foldably coupled together (Figure 2, Items 17 and 18) and a 
camera arranged on the first body (Figure 3 or Figure 12). However, Shimamura does 
not disclose an additional camera arranged on the second body. 

lida discloses an image pickup device including a display and a first camera 
(Figure 5, Item 2L) formed on a first body and a second body foldably coupled to the 
first body which includes a second camera (Figure 5, Item 2R) allowing for stereoscopic 
or panoramic image capture. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to arrange a second camera on the 
second body of Shimamura as taught by lida to allow for stereoscopic or panoramic 
image capture. 
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7. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shimamura (US 2003/0125080) in view of Kuroda (US 2003/0036365). 
[claim 10] 

Regarding claim 10, Shimamura discloses an image pickup device comprising a 
main body having a structure formed of first and second bodies coupled together 
(Figure 2, Items 17 and 18) and a camera formed on the first body (Figure 12, Item 22). 
However Shimamura does not disclose an additional camera formed on the first body. 

Kuroda discloses an image pickup device including a display and first and 
second bodies coupled together wherein the first body includes two cameras, a first 
camera for close-up image capture (Figure 5, Item 6) and a second camera for long 
range image capture (Figure 6, Item 10). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a second 
camera on the opposite side of the first body of Shimamura for long-range image 
capture as taught by Kuroda to capture images of objects which are distant from the 
image pickup device, 
[claim 11] 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Kuroda discloses first and second cameras which are 
arrange on different surfaces of the first body (Figures 5 and 6). 
[claim 12] 

Regarding claim 12, Shimamura discloses a camera which has an optical axis 
different from a direction perpendicular to the display surface of the display device 
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(Figure 7; Paragraph 0074). Kuroda discloses providing an additional camera for long- 
range photography which has an optical axis perpendicular to a display surface (e.g. 
Figure 7). Since the additional camera is not used for capturing an image of the 
operator, it would be obvious to maintain the optical axis perpendicular to the display 
surface as taught by Kuroda when adding the additional camera to the image pickup 
device of Shimamura. 

8. Claims 10, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shimamura (US 2003/0125080) in view of Koizumi et al. (US 6,259.470). 
[claim 10] 

Regarding claim 10, Shimamura discloses an image pickup device comprising a 
main body having a structure formed of first and second bodies coupled together 
(Figure 2, Items 17 and 18) and a camera formed on the first body (Figure 12, Item 22). 
However Shimamura does not disclose an additional camera formed on the first body. 

Koizumi discloses that when an operator captures an image of himself/herself by 
holding the camera and viewing a preview, the resulting Image appears as If the 
operator is staring off (c. 1, 1. 60 - c. 2, 1. 7). To solve this problem, Koizumi teaches 
placing cameras around the display and synthesizing an image from the multiple 
cameras (e.g. Figure 14). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to include additional cameras arranged on 
the same surface as the first camera as taught by Koizumi to synthesize an image 
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without the problem of the operator appearing to be staring off. 
[claim 13] 

Regarding claim 13, Koizumi discloses placing the additional cameras on the 
same side as the first camera (Figure 14; i.e. on the same side of the first body of 
Shimamura). 
[claim 14] 

Regarding claim 14, Shimamura discloses placing a camera on one of vertically 
opposite sides of the display device and inclining the optical axis of the camera towards 
the other side of the vertically opposite sides (Figures 7*and 12). Koizumi discloses 
placing an additional camera on one of laterally opposite sides of the display device 
(e.g. Figure 14, Item 76). Shimamura further discloses aiming the camera towards an 
operator (Paragraph 0074). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to Incline the optical axis of the 
additional camera towards the opposite laterally opposed side since the additional 
camera is also used to capture an image of the operator. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

i. Uchiyama US 6,900,843 

ii. Yamaguchi et al. US 2004/0130658 

iii. Watanabe et al. US 2004/0090552 
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iv. Kawasaki et al. US 7,173,665 

V. Wakabayashi et al. US 5,903,706 

vi. Isfiikawa US 6,323,902 

vii. Kerai etal. US 6,518,993 
vlii. Silvester US 6,812,958 

ix. Nakakubo et al. US 2004/0017479 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 11-7. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toil-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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6/9/2007 




VIVEK SRIVASTAVA 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TSGHNOUO©Y GgNTgR «600 



